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CHAPTER I 
INTROOOCTION 
Statement of the problem.-- In the preparation of this study, 
the author has attempted to assemble and evaluate the degrees of 
difference existing between the various States in the certification 
of secondary-school administrators. The range is a wide one and, 
until examined and scrutinized under one cover, no basis will exist 
for the improvement of the "status quo" or tor the preparation ot 
candidates in the field. 
Extremely high standards prevail in some instances and contrast 
sharply with areas where even minimum requirements are non-existent. 
While this study is concerned only with secondary-school adminis-
trators it does, by necessity, also embrace higher officials in 
different States. Certification is so diverse in our forty-eight 
colonies that the word "administrative" often includes all positions 
beyond that of~eacher". The exact degree of .discrepancy will be 
found in Chapter Two. 
Importance of the study.-- The secondary-school principal is a 
growing figure in the educational picture. His professional stature 
is no longer that of a clerk, concerned only with the mechanical 
requirements of school operation. The standardization of the pro-
tession is a continuing process, now in full operation. Qualified 
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admini~~:.tors mirror the organizations they head and school ofticia~·2 
dom is now seeking only the best qualified of men. \T.hat our various I 
States are doing in this highly significant work is compiled herein 
fOr the benefit of those who would prepare themselves for this specific 
circle of school life and also for those who are interested in ~-
proving present standards, wherever the opportunity to take such 
action exists. 
Sources of the data.-- Reports, bulletins, and correspondence 
with the various State Departments of Education and Public Instruc-
tion have been the primary sources for this thesis. These came in 
reply to the following sample letter: 
Mr. H. u. Holloway 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
State Department of Public Instruction 
Dover, Delaware 
Dear Sir: 
I am making a study of the certification requirements for 
secondary-school principals in the various States. Does the State of 
Delaware have any certification requirements for principals as distinct 
from the requirements for teachers? If you have any printed or mimeo-
graphed material relative to this matter with respect to your State, 
will you kindly see that it is forwarded to me. If there is any charge 
for these, I shall be glad to forward payment upon receipt of bill. 
Should no certification requirements exist in this State, please 
indicate that fact by inserting a check-mark in the box provided below 
and return this letter in the enclosed self-addressed, stamped envelope. 
Very truly yours, 
Thomas H. Thompson 
Enclosure 
( ) No certification requirements for principals as distinct from 
teachers exist in this State. 
j 
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Replies were received from each State and the latest available 
material was forwarded without charge. Some delay occurred in those 
instances where revisions were ~eing made or new regulations were 
in the hands of a printer. However, without one exception, all 
made earnest effort to assist and made all material available once 
it was in their possession. 
These replies to my letter have been supplemented by readings 
and reports listed in the bibliography. 
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CHAPTER II 
DELINEATION BY STATES 
ALABAMA lf 
Two types of certificates issued, the Class B Superintendent-
Principal and the Class A Superintendent-Principal. The requirements 
tor each are as :follows: 
"Class B:!f may be issued to a person who has graduated with 
a Bachelor's degree :from a standard institution in a curriculum 
approved tor the training or elementary or high school teachers, 
and who has had three years ot successful experience as a 
teacher or administrator within the five years next preceding the 
date the new certificate is to bear. An applicant tor this 
certificate must meet the requirements tor some type or Class B 
teacher's certificate~ other than a special certificate. 
"This paper is valid for eight years." 
Class A: same as Class B with the additional requirement o:f a 
Master's degree. Valid for ten years. Both ot these certificates 
enable the individuals qualifying to hold the position ot principal 
or superintendent. 
.ARIZONA y 
Administrative Certificates are granted upon evidence ot: 
Minimum o:f three years teaching experience, 
jJ aJ.ab•mp State Department of Education, Letter, J"anuary, 1948, 
2J Loc. cit. 
y Arizona State Department o:f Public Instruction, Letter, J"anuary, 
1948. 
-4-
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A minimum of fitteen semester hours in Education taken after the 
Bache. s Degree. There must be at least one course in each of the 
subjects listed below:lf 
"General School Administration. 
Administration and supervision relating to the level to be 
administered. 
Education measurements and evaluations. 
Statistical methods in education. 
Curriculum determination and construction on the level to be 
administered. 
Arizona school system, law and records. 
Philosophy of education. 
History of education. 
"Note: It any of these courses have been taken for under-
gradua~redit, they will be accepted as meeting the course 
requirements but not as part of the fifteen semester hours 
specified above, nor may the7 be repeated and so applied." 
All courses must have a credit value of at least two semester 
hours. 
The Administrative Certificate shall be based upon, and held in 
conjunction with, a regular teaching certificate (Elementary or 
Secondary), valid for the same period of time and shall entitle the 
holder to administer public education as may be included in the duties 
ot superintendent or principal. Duties authorized in the Administra-
tive Certificate must be exercised in compliance with those grade 
levels authorized by the teaching certificate. 
ARKANSAS Y 
The Administrator's Certificate includes county supervisors, city 
superintendents and principals. 
jJ Arizona State Department of Public Instruction, Letter, January, 1948. 
!f Arkansas State Department of Education Bulletin No. III, September, 
1946, p. 10. 
=-=======,=~==--=- ------'--==- -===#==='-'=--= 
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The requirements are as ~ollows:lf 
Hold, or be qualified to hold, either a High School or a 
Six-Year Elementary Teaching Certificate. 
Completion of the Master's degree with at least fourteen 
semester hours in education, including eight semester hours in 
school administration, on the graduate level. 
A minimuM of three years' experience as an administrator, 
or five years' as a teacher. 
The college training or experience must have been completed 
within the last five years. 
CALIFORNIA 2J 
Minimum requirements for an Administrative Certificate include: 
Possession of a valid general secondary teaching credential. 
~: This requires one fUll year of graduate work of not less than 
twenty-four semester hours beyond the Bachelor's degree. 
Two years of successful teaching experience, 
Eighteen semester hours of graduate work in addition to the 
requirements above. 
The undergraduate or graduate training shall include work in each 
of the following subject groups:]{ 
The scope, function and place of elementary and secondary 
schools in public education. 
Principles and practices of curriculum construction and 
evaluation. 
Measurement and appraisal of educational achievement and 
aptitudes. 
Pupil personnel, counseling and guidance, including tech-
niques and practices of child study and parent education. 
The graduate training shall also include work in the following 
i/ Arkansas State Department of Education Bulletin No, III, September, 
1946, P• 10, 
!/ California State Department of Education Bulletin No, I, Vol. XV, 
March, 1946. 
AI Ibid, p. 99, 
-=-r 
subject groups, including directed field work~ 
Federal, State, county and city school organizati on, adminis-
tration and supervision; school finance; housing; business 
administration; and legal aspects o~ education. 
Organization and administration ot secomdary schools, 
including vocational curriculum or schools, and classes for adults. 1 
Supervision of instruction and curriculum in secondary schools. ! 
COLORADO y 
No Administrative Certi~icate issued. One who qualifi es for a 
teaching certi~icate is eligible for any position in the public schools. 
An A. B. or equivalent degree is required to quality tor a teaching 
certificate. This is the highest educational requirement in the State. 
To qualify, one must have at least thirty quarter hours in any three 
o~ the following groups:Af 
General and Educational Psychology. 
Principles of Education. 
History of Education. 
Administration and Supervision of Education. 
Practice !eaching. 
Special Methods. 
Philosophy, Socialogy, Anthropology, Biology. 
Political Science. 
Three years of success~ul teaching experience may be substituted 
in lieu o~ practice teaching. 
CONNECTICUT !/ 
Requirements tor an Administrative Certificate: 
l/ California State Department of Education Bulletin No. I, Vol. XV, 
March, 1946. 
Colorado State Department of Education, Letter, J"anuary, 1948. 
Loc. cit. 
Connecticut §tate Department of Education, Letter, J-anuary, 1948. 
=========~- ----=-=-=-
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A license to teach, plus thirty hours or a Master's degree above 
that, and this should include courses in the supervision ot secondary 
schools and matters relating to administration, supervision and our-
riculum construction. 
DELAWARE lf 
Requires that the applicant for an Administrative Certificate be 
eligible to hold the high school teacher's certificate plus a Master's 
degree, including at least three semester hours in school administration, :! 
and three semest~r hours in supervision of high school subjects, and 
has had two years of experience as principal or teacher in high school 
work. The high school teacher's certificate requires a col lege degree 
and at least eighteen semester hours in the aim and methods of secon-
dary education and minimum preparation in academic study as indicated 
below:Y 
English - eighteen semester hours. 
Mathematics - fifteen semester hours. 
Sciences - eighteen semester hours. 
Foreign Language - eighteen semester hours. 
Social Studies - twenty-four semester hours. 
FLORIDAY 
This State requires four years of college training plus the fol-
lowing for an Administrative Certificate: 
Mintmum age ot twenty-one. 
Two years of teaching experience at the grade level or levels to 
JJ Delaware State Depa;tment of Education, Undated mimeograph. 
y Loc. cit. 
~ Florida State Board of Education Certificate Bulletin A, June, 1947. 
8 
- ·---- =::--=-~ :--::::---- ====-=-=~--=--.=o = ==----=== 
I 
it== 
be supervised; pro.Vided further that persons already employed in 
administrative posit ions may substitute two years or experi ence in 
one or these capacities for two years or teaching experience. 
A total of thirty semester hours earned in the five sub-areas 
listed below:!! 
School Organization, Administration, and Management. 
The Instructional Program and Curricultnn Child Growth and 
Development and the Learning Process. 
Supervision and Development of the Educational Staff. 
School-Community Relationships, Interpretation of the School 
Program, including Socio~conomic Foundations of School Policy. 
At least twelve of the thirty semester hours described above 
must have been taken after the applicant has taken a four year 
degree; some credit must be earned at the graduate level in each 
of the five sub-areas listed above. 
GEORGIA y 
The Principal's Professional Certificate is based on:~ 
"Superior competency and character. 
The Professional Four-year Teacher's Certificate. 
Three years or successful teaching experience. 
Three quarters or nine courses of approved special preparation 
for the work of the principal, in addition to and completed after 
meeting the requirements for the Teacher's Professional Four Year 
Certificate." 
Essentials of The Training Program. 
"Sciences basic to an understanding of htnnan growth 
and development and the community in action --- One to three 
Currieultnn and problems or instruction in courses 
elementary and high schools ------------------- Two to four 
Problems of administration and supervision of courses 
the community school -------------------------- Three to five 
courses" 
jJ Florida State Board of Education Certificate Bulletin A, June, 1947, 
p. 4. 
~ Georgia State Department of Education, Bulletin, Certification of 
Teachers, 1946-1947. 
!2/ Ibid, P• 7 • 
I 
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A Provisional Certificate is issued on the same basis as above 
with a requirement of only three courses or ten semester hours. 
IDAHO }j 
An Administrator's Certificate issued. This includes elementary, 
junior and senior high principalship or superintendency. This certif-
icate shall indicate for which field it is issued and valid. 
General requirements are as follows:!! 
Five quarter hours or three semester hours of credit shall 
be required in each of the following basic fields: 
Supervision of Instruction Educational Administration 
Educational Guidance Measurements and Evaluation 
ILLlliOIS y 
Two Certificates issued and the word~upervision" includes 
administration. The limited certificate requires the following:J/ 
A limited supervisory certificate shall be valid for four 
years for teaching in any and all grades of the common schools. 
It requires a Bachelor's degree with a mintmum of one hundred 
and twenty semester hours including sixteen semester hours in 
education. It shall be renewable in periods of four years upon 
successful teaching experienee and professional growth. 
The lite certificate requires these refinements:2f 
The life supervisory certificate necessitates a Master's 
degree; twenty-two semester hours in education; . four years 
successful experience in supervision, two of which shall have 
been in Illinois. 
lf Idaho State Department of Education, Undated mimeograph. 
gJ Loc. cit. 
~ Illinois State Examining Board Bulletin, Circular Series A, No. 15. 
if Ibid, P• 8. 
]V Ibid, p. 10. 
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INDIANA l/ 
Specific requirements for the Secondary-School Administrator 
exist in this State. These are distinct from other administrative 
positions. 
An applicant for a high school principal's license, valid for 
five years, should present the following credits and qualifications. 
Graduation from an approved university, college or normal 
school (tour year course). 
Three years of successful experience as principal or teacher, 
all of which must have been within' :the last preceding ten years. 
Hold or be qualified to hold a high school teacher's license, 
first grade. 
Hold a Master's degree, based on one year, at least thirty semes-
ter hours, of graduate work in a standard college or university, 
specializing in high school administration and supervision.il 
Eighteen semester hours of all 
should be in not less than three of 
work, alv~ys including the first. 
High School Administration 
Public School Administration 
High School Supervision 
M!Ay 
graduate work presented 
the following lines of 
Tests and Measurements 
Psychology and Adolesence 
Indiana School Law 
"Teaching (or Administering) Principal. 
Professional and academic training. 
Standard or advanced secondary certificate. 
Six additional semester hours in general or secondary-school 
i/ Indiana State Department of Education, Undated Bulletin. 
y Ibid, P• 23 
?;/ Iowa Board of Educational Examiners, Undated Bulletin. 
I 
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I 
i 
I 
====~=======-=----=-~==========================~~~~! ===== 
I 
I 
supervision. 
Two years of successful teaching experience. 
"Supervising (or !eaching, or Administering ) Principal. 
Professional and academic training. 
Advanced secondary certificate. 
Six semester hours in general or secondary-school administration 
and supervision. 
Four years of successful teaching experience. 
KANSAS lf 
This State issues an Administrator's Life Certificate and a 
Provisional Certificate. 'fhis qualifies the holder for the position 
of superintendent or principal of any school in Kansas. 
The Provisional Certificate is valid for three years. The 
applicant for this certificate shall show: 
A Bachelor's degree including eighteen hours in Education. 
Two years of successful experience in teaching or administration. 
A Master's degree from a recognized graduate instituti on. 
Eight semester hours of graduate credit in School Administration 
and Supervision which shall include preparation in:~ 
Organization, Administration and Supervision of elementary 
and secondary public schools. 
School Finance and Business Administration. 
The applicant for the Life Certificate shall show:~ 
Possession of the initial Administrator's Provisional 
Certificate. 
Three years of successful experience as a school adminis-
trator in Kansas. 
Twenty-four semester hours at graduate credit which shall 
lf Kansas State Department of Public Instruction, Undated Bulletin. 
y Ibid, p. 7. 
!J/ Ibid, P• B. 
=----l--~~~ I 
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include preparation in:lf 
Curriculum Construction. 
City, State and County School Administration. 
Personnel and Guidance. 
KENTUCKY 2J 
Two certificates issued, one a Provisional Certificate in Adminis-
tration and Supervision, the other a Standard Certificate in the same. 
The Provisional Certificate is valid for four years and demands 
the following qualifications: 
Two years successfUl teaching experience. 
Four years of college training. 
College credits in the following courses:~ 
Courses in Administration and Supervision - twelve quarter 
hours. 
Courses in Elementary Education ~ eight quarter hours. 
Courses in Secondary Education - eight quarter hours. 
The Standard Certificate is valid for five years and shall be 
issued to a person who has met the following requirements: 
Eligible tor a Provisional Certificate. 
Completion of the requirements for a Master's degree, with a 
major in the field of administration and supervision. 
The Certificate in Administration and Supervision qualifies the 
holder to serve in any capacity in the teaching profession including 
teaching, principalship, supervision and superintendency. 
jj Kgnsas State Department of Public Instruction, Undated Bulletin, 
P• e. 
2J Kentucky State Department of Education, Undated Bulletin. 
~ Loc. Cit. 
I 
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LOUISANA lf 
To qualify for a Principal's Certificate one must show the 
following:Y 
A Master's degree. This requirement applies to a principal 
of a combination high school and elementary school with five hun-
dred or more pupils; to a principal of a public elementary school 
with three hundred and fifty or more pupils. 
Hold a regular certification to teach. 
Have three years of teaching experience. 
Applicants who are veterans of World War II may qualify under 
the old requirements in effect prior to July 1, 1947' which are; 
A Bachelor's degree. 
Twelve semester hours in professional education, four semes-
ter hours of which must be in practice teaching (Five years of 
teaching experience accepted in lieu of practice teaching). 
A total of nine semester hours in health and physical edu-
cation. 
MAINE 
No Certification required. 
MARYLAND y 
A Principal's Certificate is required of principals of all State-
aided high schools and schools rated as high schools by the State 
Superintendent of Schools; valid for three years; renewable for four 
years upon evidence of successful experience and professional spirit 
and completion of a six-week summer term, and renewable subsequently 
for six-year periods upon the same conditions. 
Requirements:!/ 
Completion of a standard four-year college course or the 
i/ Louisiana State Department of Education Bulletin, July, 1947. 
fJ Ibid, P• 3. 
3/ Maryland State Department o"t Education Bulletin No. 1. 
August, 194"l. 
Vol. Ui'III, 
LJ/ ==--=----"---=--=. --- =~==-·- --=-======='-=====c================jf=='--='=== Ibid, p. 10, 
' 1. 
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equivalent in scholastic preparation. 
"In addition to this, one full year of graduate work, or 
equivalent preparation, approximately one-third of which was 
in advanced study related to high school branches and approx!-
mately two-thirds in Education, including high school methods, 
supervision, and administration. Two years of successful 
teaching experience. 
MASSACHUSETTS 
No Certification required~ 
MICHIGAN ]J 
While no certification requirements exist for administrators, 
as such, it should be pointed out that the administrator should hold 
the proper teacher's certificate for the grade level for which he has 
supervisory or administrative responsibility. For example, the 
secondary-school principal would be required to hold a secondary-school 
provisional or permanent certificate. 
Requirements for the State Secondary Provisional Certificate are 
as follows: 
A Bachelor's degree and completion of a curriculum for secondary-
school teachers approved by the State Board of Education in an institu-
tion approved by the State Board of Education. 
The State Secondary Permanent Certificate. Issued only to those 
candidates who hold a State Secondary Provisional Certificate, provided 
the following conditions are met: 
Application must be made within one year following the expiration 
of the State Secondary Provisional Certificate. 
Three years successful teaching experience within the State of 
1J Michigan State Department of Public Instruction Bulletin No. 601, 
1942 Revision. 
Michigan within the five-year period defined by the validity of the 
Provisional Certificate. 
Ten additional hours of residence credit earned in an approved 
institution subsequent to the date of issue of the Provisional Certif-
icate. Additional training for the Permanent Certificate may be 
waived when the candidate has a Master's degree. 
MINNESOTA 1f 
The Standard Certificate for Secondary-8chool Principals may be 
issued to those who fulfill the following requirements as to additional 
professional training and experience. The original issuance of this 
certificate will be valid tor two years after which it may be renewed 
for periods of not more than five years. 
Additional professional training. A minimum of one year (forty-
five quarter hours) of college training beyond the Bachelor's degree 
including the following:!/ 
Twelve quarter hours of credit in Administration, Super- I 
vision and Curriculum of Secondary Schools distributed as follows: 
Administration of Secondary Schools - six quarter hours. I 
Supervision of Secondary Schools - three quarter hours. 1
1 Curriculum of Secondary Schools - three quarter hours. 11 
Nine quarter ~ours of credit selected from not less than 
three of the following: 
Guidance in the Secondary Schools. 
Psychology of Learning. 
Elementary School Curriculum. 
Tests and Measurements. 
Successful school experience as follows: 
Three years in an accredited secondary school of which at least 
jJ Mipnesota State Department of Education, Undated Bulle t in. 
y Loc. cit. 
16 
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one year shall have been in a position requiring administrative or 
supervisory responsibility. 
~: This includes no position any less than assistant principal. 
MISSISSIPPI }/ 
This State now requires that all school superintendents and 
supervising principals be graduates of a four-year approved college 
with a minimum of twelve quarter hours in the field of admi nistration 
and supervision. This requirement is effective for the school year 
1948-49 and, unless complied with by the beginning of the school year 
1949-50, the school in question will be dropped from the Accredited 
List. 
Of the twelve quarter hours referred to above, at least four must 
be in administration and supervision. The remainder may be chosen 
from the following list:Y 
School Finance• 
The School Plant. 
School Activities. 
Public School Relations. 
Organization and Administration of the Testing Program. 
Development and Admi nistration of the School Curriculum. 
Administration of School Personnel. 
Organization and Administration of Audio-Visual Education. 
Supervision and Improvement of Instruction. 
Organization and Administration of Pupil Guidance Programs. 
Organization and Administration of a Health and Physical 
Education Program. 
School Law. 
Rural or Small School Administration and Organization. 
City School Administration and Organization. 
Secondary-School Administration and Supervision. 
Elementary School Administration and Supervision. 
j/ Mississinni State Department of Education Circular Letter No. 44S, 
May 22, 1948. 
fd Loc. cit. 
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MISSOURI];/ 
This State requires a Master's degree with special preparation in 
secondary-school supervision. A standard form is filled out by the 
College granting the Master's degree and the State Department of 
Education issues the certificate. 
MONTANA y 
I Five years' experience in public school work is the highest quali-
1 fication demanded by the State of Montana. This permits one to serve 
•s principal or superintendent in a first class district. Second and 
I 
I 
third class districts require lesser experience. 
NEBRASKAY 
Nebraska issues a combined Administrative and Supervisory Certif-
icate in three distinct phases. They are known as the Initial, Provis-
ional, and Professional. 
J 
The Initial Certificate is valid for five years and requires a 
four-year college teacher training course with a Bachelor's degree 
'I 
II 
plus the recommendation of the school. Eighteen semester hours in 
education are stipulated as the minimum in this field. Three hours 
must be in supervised teaching; these are accompanied by two hours 
in physiology and hygiene. T\vo teaching fields may divide a total of 
fifteen semester hours. 
1/ Missouri State Department of Education, Letter, January, 1948. 
y Montana State Department of Public Instruction Educational Direc-
.i2l'Z, 1947-1948. 
~ Nebraska State Department of Public Instruction Certifi cation Digest,! 
September, 1946. 1. 
==ll=-:1 ====-==- ~-
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The Provisional Certificate includes all the requirements of the 
Initial Certificate plus nine hours of graduate credit, including five 
in education and at least two years experience as superintendent, 
principal or supervisor. 
The Professional Certificate embodies all the requirements of 
the previous two plus a Master's degree with eighteen semester hours 
in education and four years experience as a superintendent, principal 
or supervisor. 
NEVADA 
No Certification required. 
Nm HAMP.3HIRE 1f 
The Granite State requires a Bachelor's degree plus eighteen 
semester hours of graduate studies in education, including courses in 
the administration and supervision of the level administered. 
A candidate with only nine semester hours of study, including 
courses in the above, may be granted a permit to serve as principal, 
renewable twice, pending completion of the eighteen hours. 
NJ!.W JERSEY y 
This State issues a limited certificate which may be made permanent 
after certain conditions are fulfilled. The original, limited certit-
icater. requires a Bachelor's degree, possession of a New Jersey teacher's 
certificate or its equivalent and twenty-four semester hours of graduate 
or undergraduate work in the field of educational administration and 
jJ New Hampshire State Board of Education Letter, January, 1948. 
!f New Jersey State Board of Education, Undated Bulletin. 
I I 
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:1 supervision which may bo distributed as follow;s:ll I 
"Six semester hours in the organization and administration I of public education. Aside from one basic course in adminis- J 
tration, elections may be made from the field of school finance 
I
I and records, community relations, personnel and guidance, tests Jl 
and measurements, and school law. 
"Six semester hours in the supervision of instruction. Aside , 
={= 
'I I 
from one basic course in supervision, elections may be made from I 
the fields of teaching procedures and curriculum construction. 1. 
"Six semester hours in the administration and supervision of ! 
secondary education. 
"Six semester hours in electives." 
After completion of three years successful experience and the 
addition of eight semester hours in education to the above, the limited 
certificate may be made permanent. 
N!.W MEXICO fd 
Three certificates are issued as follows: 
Provisional Administrative, Administrative, and Administrative 
Life. The first of these requires a Bachelor's degree and five years 
teaching experience in New Mexico. This certificate is valid for one 
year and may be extended if a minimum of six semester hours are earned 
during the life of the certificate. 
The regular Administrative Oertificate requires the following:~ 
Graduation from an approved college. 
~~ee years of successfUl te~ching experience which must 
include two years in New Mexico. 
~ualified for the Master Teacher•s Elementary Certificate or 
High School Certificate. 
Master's degree or thirty semester hours of graduate work. 
Fifteen semester hours in organization, administration, and 
lJ New jersey State Board of Education, Undated Bulletin, p. 2. 
gV New Mexico State Department of Education mliles and Regulations 
GoVerning the Certification of Teachers, Undated Bulletin, 
]./ Ibid, p. 3. 
•v~t~n Unl\ raJl1 
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supervision of education. 
One year of graduate vrork will be accepted in lieu of two years 
teaching experience in New Mexico. However, this graduate work must 
be earned in a New Mexico institution of higher learning. 
1he certificate is valid for five years. 
The Life Administrative Certificate includes all requirements far 
the regular Administrative certificate plus ninety months of successfUl 
administrative experience, forty-five of which must have been in the 
schools of New Mexico. 
Nl!.W YORK !} 
New York issues certificates for junior high school principals, 
principals of secondary schools other than junior high schools, voca-
tional high schools, and technical high schools. All original certit-
icates are valid for ten years and may be made permanent contingent 
upon the execution of specified conditions. 
All certificates require the applicant to hold a Bachelor's degree 
plus twelve semester hours in professional courses approved for secon-
dary school teaching; and six semester hours in secondary school ad-
ministration. However, the candidate for the position of principal 
of a techiical high school must hold a Bachelor's degree in either 
architecture, art, engineering or applied science. In addition to 
this, the vocational school candidate must have had his six semester 
hours in vocational school administrat ion. 
The addition of twenty-four semester hours in education enables 
i/ New York State Department of Education Certificate for Adminis-
trative and Supervisory Service-,--.Ju.-1-y, 1944. 
----=-=·====~=========== 
the individual to convert the certificate into a permanent one. To 
retain this, the following is required during each successive ten year 
period tram the date of issuance:Y 
Complete six semester hours in approved courses or the 
equivalent in approved and appropriate professional activity such 
as membership in study groups for professional and cultural 
improvement, travel, educational research, authorship , teaching 
approved courses offered by a recognized institution of higher 
or professional education, occupational experience other than 
teaching, leadership in extrasehool activities, leadership in 
professional associations and leadership in appropriate community 
activities 
NORTH CAROLINA gJ 
The requirements here for a seconda~3-school principal are poss-
ession of or eligibility for the Class A High School Teachers Certif-
icate, three years teaching experience within the past five years, 
and at least six semester hours of graduate credit in education 
specializing in secondary-school administration and supervision. 
Original intentions were to require a Master's degree effective 
in 1941. No date has been set as yet for this requirement. Said 
degree should have a minimum of twelve semester hours in education 
selected from the following areas:~ 
Fundamental Bases of Education 
The curriculum, at least two semester hours required. 
Human. Growth and Development. 
Social Foundations of Education. 
jJ New York State Department of Education Certificate for Adminis-
tration and Supervisory Service, july, 1944, p. 7. 
y North Ca:Qlina State Department of Public Instruction Bulletin, 
july, 1943. 
Y Loe. cit. 
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Instructional and Supervisory Techniques 
Principles of Supervision, at least two semester hours 
Teaching Procedures. 
Guidance and Pupil Personnel and Accounting Measurements. 
Organization and Administration 
High School Administration, at least two semester hours 
required. 
Elementary School Administration, at least two semester hours 
required. 
General Administration. 
School Plant. 
Staff Personnel. 
Community Relations. 
NORTH DAKOTA 
No Certification required. 
OHIO l/ 
Ohio grants a principal's certificate, valid for four years, upon 
evidence of at least three years of successful teaching experience plus 
eighteen semester hours of graduate training in education. 
A professional principal's certificate, valid for eight years, is 
issued to those who show twenty-four months of successful experience 
under the original certificate and a Master's degree, majoring in 
secondary school administration and supervision. 
After forty months of successful experience under the eight year 
certificate, the same may be validated for the lifetime of the holder. 
OKLAHOMA. 
No Certification required. 
OREGON 
No Certification required. 
iJ Ohio State Department of Education, Letter, January, 1948. 
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PENNSYLVANIA l/ 
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Pennsylvania issues a secondary principal's certificate whose 
requirements are quite high. However, possession of this certif- . 
icate is not mandatory and any teacher holding a secondary teaching 
certificate valid in Pennsylvania may be designated a secondary-school 
principal. 
The certificate may be obtained by those who possess a Bachelor's 
degree plus a Master's in the field of secondary-school administration 
and supervision. Six years of successful teaching experience is also 
required. The Master's degree must show achievement in the following 
areas:Y 
Public school organization and administration. 
Problems associated with this organization and administration 
of the secondary school• 
Functions of the secondary-school administration. 
Improvement of instruction in the secondary school. 
The problems associated with the individual differences in 
learning, adjustment, and guidance in the secondary school. 
Construction, revision, and evaluation of the program of 
learning activities in secondary education. 
Problems of appraisal of the methods and processes for 
attaining the objectives of secondary education. 
RHODE ISLAND y 
Secondary-school principals in this State must possess a certif-
icate valid for the type of school administered. This must be supple-
mented by an additional certificate authorizing the particular service. 
This certificate is granted on completion of a course of at least 
'2J Rhode Island State Department of Education, Undated Bulletin. 
jl 
• I 
thirty clock hours in the field of administration and supervi s ion. 
SOUTH CAROLINA 1} 
A basie curriculum is South Carolina's ap~roach to the certif-
ication of all administrators, including nrincipals, superintendents, 
and supervisors. This curriculum includes the following:~ 
Area I Concepts Basis to Understanding. 
Area II Essential Information Concerning Instruction. 
Area III Essential Skills. 
In addition to these, the secondary-school principal must present 
these qualifications:~ 
Valid Secondary Certificate, Class I, Grade A or B. 
Health report, examination made at time of application for 
certificate. 
Three years teaching experience within the five years 
preceding application. 
Eighteen semester hours from the above areas distributed 
as follows: 
Area !---six semester hours. 
Area II--nine semester hours. 
Area III-three semester hours 
SOUTH DAKOTA ~ 
This State requires an Administrative Certificate for secondary-
school principals. ~ualifications include eligibility for the h igh 
School Certificate, which simply means possession of a Bachelor's 
degree including fifteen semester hours in education. In addition 
to this, six semester hours of graduate courses in education and these 
must include at least two semester hours in administration and super-
jJ South Carolina State Department of Education, Bulletin, 1948. 
~ Ibid, P• 19. 
§} Loc. cit. 
~ South Dakota State Department of Public Instruction Bulletin No.32, 
May, 1947. 
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or supervision. The only teaching prerequisite is one year or sue-
••sstul teaching experience in grades nine to twelve. 
TENNESSEE 
No Certification required. 
TEXASlf 
The Administrative Certificate requires possession of or eligi-
bility for the permanent high school certificate whose requirements 
are as follows:~ 
A standard degree. 
Twenty-four hours in education, eight secondary in nature. 
Practice Teaching. 
Six hours of Englisk. 
A course in Texan and Federal Governments. 
Along with this, twelve semester hours in the field of adminis-
tration and supervision and six semester hours in advanced methods 
11 are required. 
11 
I ~~ 
I 
I Utah issues an Administrative-Supervisory Certificate that is re-
I quired of all principals of a school with six or more teachers and all 
supervisors of secondary-school subjects. This certificate requires 
possession of or qualification of a teaching certificate; three years 
of successful teaching experience; a Master's degree or f i fty-five 
quarter hours of graduate study; at least eighteen quarter hours 
jJ Texas State Department of Education, Undated Bulletin. 
y Loc. cit. 
~ Utah State Department of Public Instruction Certification Bulletin, 
September, 1946. 
I 
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selected from the following fields:!! 
State and local school administration. 
Administration and supervision of elementary and secondary 
schools. 
General and Utah state school law. 
School finance and business administration. 
Curriculum of the elementary and secondary school s. 
Measurements and statistics in education. 
History, philosophy and sociology of education. 
moomY 
Vermont does have an Administrative Certificate which is issued 
to individuals who hold or qualify for a Professional Standard Certif-
icate, possess a Bachelor's degree and thirty semester hours of gradu-
ate work. fWo years of successful teaching experience, in which adminis-
trative ability must be shown, are also required. 
Eighteen of the thirty semester hours of graduate credit should 
be the following areas:Af 
Guidance. 
High School administration and supervision. 
Education Psychology. 
Curriculum Construction. 
Principles of Teaching. 
Philosophy of Education. 
~~~ 
A High School Principal in Virginia must hold the Collegiate 
Professional teaching certificate with at least two years successful 
1/ Utah State Department of Puvlie Instruction Certification Bulletin, 
I September, 1946, p. 10. 
~ Verrnpnt State Department of Education Regulation for Certification, 
July, 194?. 
~ Ibid, P• 10. 
~ Virginia State Board of Education Bulletin No. 6, Vol. XXII, May, 
1940, p. 12. 
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teaching experience or the Collegiate Certificate with three years of I 
experience. 
Both of these certificates require a Bachelor's degree \rlth the 
Professional certificate requiring more professional courses in edu-
cation. All certificates are granted on a basis of strict compliaaoe 
with the West law which requires a course in School and Community 
Hygiene, including the physical inspection of school children. 
W/lsa.a:NGTON lf 
This State offers a separate certificate for both senior and 
junior high school principals. A regular secondary teaching eertif-
icate is a prerequisite for either. Either a Bachelor's or J~ster's 
I degree in secondary education must be offered for the teaching certit-
· 11 icate; also, five years of college work are required. Education 
! 
courses stipulated must be at least twenty-four hours in number and 
cover the following fields:!! 
Educational psychology. 
General methods or principles of teaching. 
Secondary education. 
Special methods. 
Practice teaching on the secondary level. 
One year of successful teaching experience will be accepted in 
lieu of practice teaching. However, this does not diminish the total 
number of credits required in education. 
Also required are fifteen quarter hours in contemporary social 
problems. The period covered in any course in this field must be sub-
sequent to World War I. 
~I 
lf Washington State Department of Public Instruction Bulletin, J"uly, 194~ i· 
!J Ibid, p. 2. 
I 
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in fields such as social science or general science are not acceptable. 
After satisfying the requirements for the teaching certificate, 
one must offer the following qualifications as a basis for the Prin-
cipal's Certificate: 
Two years of successful teaching experience. 
Twelve quarter hours in administration and supervision. 
The credits in administration and supervision must be taken sub-
sequent to at least one year's teaching experience. 
WEST VIRGINIA lf 
West Virginia requires three years' successful teaching experience, 
a Master's degree, and a health certificate showing freedom from cam-
municable diseases. The Master's degree must show fourteen hours of 
work as follows :Y 
Required Courses 
High School Administration - four semester hours. 
Supervision of High School Instruction - four semester hours. 
Electives 
Psychology of Adolescence or 
Psychology of High School Subjects. 
history of Education. 
Testing Progress for High Schools. 
High School Pupil Guidance. 
Statistical Methods in Education. 
Extra-curricular and Co-curricular Activities for Secondary 
Schools. 
Student Teaching in Secondary Schools. 
Surveys and Special Studies in High School Problems. 
High School Curricula. 
Practice in Supervision of High School Instruction. 
Philosophy of Education. 
Jj West Virginia State Department of Education, Undated Bulletin. 
~ Loc. cit. 
I, 
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WISCONSIN 
No Certification required. 
WYOMING lJ 
All teachers and administrators in Wyoming must pass an examination 
on the provisions and principles of the Constitution of the United 
States and the State of Wyoming or submit evidence of courses taken 
that are the equivalent to such an examination. 
Two certificates are issued for administrators and t hey are known 
as Administrative I and Advanced Administrative. The requirements for 
the former are a Bachelor's degree and thirty quarter hours of gradu-
ate work in education; the latter requires a Master's degree in Edu-
cation with at least forty-five graduate hours in Education. 
1J Wygming State Department of Education Bulletin, April, 1947, p. 3. 
CHAPI'ER III 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
Disparity of required subjects.-- The data secured is interesting 
in its scope. While the general objective of certification for 
secondary-school administrators is in the minds of all, most unusual 
and devio~s paths are followed toward the attainment of said objective. 
A few random citations of specific eases will present a more compre-
hensible picture of how the requirements for the certification of 
secondary-school administrators differ throughout the forty-eight 
States. 
Wyoming requires an examination on the Constitution of the United 
States and the State of Wyoming or submission of evidence that indi-
cates the completion of a course or courses equivalent to such an 
examination; Virginia requires a course in School and Community Hy-
giene, including the physical inspection of school children; New 
Mexico requires a minimum of one year's teaching experience in that 
State; Indiana requires a course in Indiana school law; Pennsylvania 
issues a certificate based mainly on a master's degree in the field 
of administration and supervision and this in turn is reduced to a 
mere window-dressing by a proviso in the law that allows any teacher 
holding a secondary certificate valid in Pennsylvania to hold the 
position of secondary-school principal. 
-31-
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The following chart shows the number and per cent ot various 
Subjects whose completion is required as a prerequisite tor certit-
ication as a secondary-school administrator in the various States. 
Table 1. Numbers and Percentages of 48 States Requiring Certain 
Subjects in Education of all Seoondary-8chool Administrators. 
Subject 
(1) 
General School Administration •••• 
High School Administration ••••••• 
Administration and Supervision 
of the Secondary-School •••••••• 
Tests and Measurements ••••••••••• 
Curriculum Construction •••••••••• 
Guidance and Counseling •••••••••• 
History of Education ••••••••••••• 
Philosophy ot Education •••••••••• 
School Law ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
School Finance ••••••••••••••••••• 
Educational Psychology ••••••••••• 
States 
Number j Percent 
(2) 
8 
5 
24 
9 
12 
8 
3 
2 
- 5 
4 
6 
(3) 
16.7 
10.4 
50.0/ 
18.7 
25.0 
16.7 
06.3 
04.2 
10.4 
08.3 
12.5 
Since twenty-tour States, which constitutes 50.0 per cent ot 
all, require Administration and Supervision of The Secondary-School 
as a portion of their requirements, we can afford more time tor the 
examinatiop of this figure, the largest on the chart. In t he first 
instance, since eight of the forty-eight States have no require-
ments, the figure is really 60.0 per cent of all those that have 
requirements but only 50.0 per cent of all those reporting. In more 
than one instance, the possession ot a master's degree from a 
I 
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II :I recognized institution in the field of secondary-school administration 
I and supervision was the sole requirement. Curriculum construction, 
\ with 25.0 per cent, had its share or adherents and the rest tapered 
downward with the History of Education and Philosophy of Education 
at the bottom of the list. These latter two, once high in the 
curriculum of graduate schools of education, are now required more 
in the under-graduate schools and are more often the prerequisite for 
a teaching certificate rather than an administrative certificate. 
The subjects represented in the above chart are not the only 
ones but they do represent those that were required in more than one 
instance. Outside of these, and other isolated fields of study, the 
vast majority were allowed as electives and, in many instances, the 
electives were in the same field as the more outstanding of the 
required subjects. 
Teaching experience as a requirement for certification.-- Ex-
perience is an important factor and all States deem it important 
enough to mention in same fashion. Often any requirement for practice 
teaching is waived in lieu of teaching experience. The accent is on 
the word "successful". It is surprising to note how regularly it 
appears in the Bulletins issued by the various States. Continually 
the words, "years of successful teaching experience" keep meeting the 
gaze. No State requires more than five years and only one, Minnesota, 
requires one year's successful experience in an administrative or 
advisory capacity. NewMexico requires five years experience in the 
public schools of New Mexico while the other States merely stipulate 
the number of years of successful experience that they require. The 
- I 
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only other exception if Arkansas which requires five years of teaching 
experience or three years as an administrator. 
The Master's degree as a requirement.-- Nine States require a 
Master's degree in Education with the majority favoring a major in 
the field of secondary-school administration and supervision. This 
is their minimum requirement and no substitutions are allowed. Eleven 
other States utilize the Master's degree as a requirement for an 
advanced Administrative certificate or require a substitution that is 
at least the equivalent of a Master's degree. Alabama requires a 
Master's degree for its Class A certificate!/; Connecticut requires 
a Master's degree or thirty semester hours in education;~ Florida 
requires thirty semester hours in education;Y Illinois requires a 
Master's degree for its Life Certificate;!/ Kentucky requires a 
Master's degree for its Standard Certificate;£V Nebraska requires a 
Master's degree for its Professional Certificate;&/ New Mexico 
requires a Master's degree for its regular Administrative Certificate;2f 
Ohio requires a Master's degree for its professional principal's certif- ' 
icate;SV Utah requires a Master's degree or fifty-four quarter hours 
"jJ op. cit. p. 4. 
y op. cit. P• 7. 
~ op. cit. P• 9. 
~ op. cit. p. 10. 
§./ op. cit. p. 13. 
§./ op. cit. p. 19. 
1/ op. cit. p. 20. 
§/ op. cit. p. 23. 
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of graduate study;lf Vermont requires thirty semester hours of 
graduate work;~ Wyoming requires a ~Aaster's degree for the Advanced 
Administrative Certificate~. 
As we can see from the previous paragraph, twenty Stat es, or 
41.7 per cent, consider a Master's degree or its equivalent as a 
reliable criterion for the certification of secondary-school adminis-
trators. Since eight States have no certification requirements for 
principals of secondary-schools, the possession of a Master's degree 
appears more desirable than ever as it or its equivalent is required 
in 50.0 per cent of those States that have requirements. The evidence 
points toward a trend which will eventually require Master ' s degrees 
in all States. The following chart will show the number of graduate 
hours in education now required. 
Table 2. Numbers and Percentages of 48 States Requiring a Certain 
Number of Graduate Hours in Education. 
States States 
No. of Graduate No. of Graduate 
Hours in Education Number Percent Hours in Education Number Percent 
(1) (2) (3) (1) (2 ) (3) 
None 24 50.0 16 - 20 4 8;3 
0 - 5 1 2.0 21 - 25 1 2.1 
6 - 10 7 14.6 26 - 30 2 4.2 
11 - 15 6 12.5 Master's 3 6.3 
11 op. cit., p. 26. 
~ op. cit., P• 27. 
~ op. cit., p. 30. 
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The emphasis in the above chart is on the number of graduate hours 
of study in education. Many States, while having no stipulations re-
quiring a certain number of graduate hours of study in education, do 
have a detailed and exacting program in the field of under-graduate 
study. A few States allow their requirements to be taken in either 
field. Where such a concession is made, they are included among 
those who have none for the purposes of the above chart. Also, eight 
out of the twenty-four who have no specified number of graduate hours 
required are the same eight who have no certification requirements 
at all for secondary-school administrators. 
Fusion of secondary certificate with that of superintendent.--
Often the possession of the secondary certificate enables the indivi-
dual to qualify for the position of superintendent. This tendency 
appears _in the Western States and has only one disciple among the 
Southern States and one among the Border States. These latter are 
Alabama and Kentucky, all others are found in the West. Al abama 
issues a combined certificate for principals and superintendents;!! 
Idaho issues one covering all positions from elementary pri ncipal to 
superintendent;!! Kansas issues one for both superintendent and 
· principal;~ Kentucky issues one which includes all admini strative 
po$i tiona~ Montana issues one ai"ter five years of school experience 
j} op. cit. p. 4. 
y op. cit. p. 10 
:Y op. cit. P• 12. 
jJ op. cit. p. 13. 
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for any position;lf Nebraska issues one which includes supervision;!/ 
Utah issues an administr~tive-supervisory certificate;]/ Wyoming 
issues one that includes all administrative positions !f. 
These States have large, rural districts where the position of 
=+ 
high-school principal also incorporates all the duties of superintendent 
of the district. County and assistant county superintendents and high 
school principal are often synonymous titles, all borne by the same 
individual in these rural areas. 
Evident aims of various requirements for the secondary-school 
administrator's certificate.-- All evidence points toward a concerted 
attempt to raise the level of those standards that apply to secondary-
school administrators. All courses that embrace a better under-
standing of secondary-school administration and supervision are favored 
by the large majority of certifying bodies. Many have odd, local 
conditions but, in the majority of instances, they favor administration 
and supervision, curriculum construction, tests and measurements, 
guidance and counseling, school law, and school finance. 
A background such as this make the leader worthy of leadership. 
The schools assume a more respected niche in community life when they 
are under the guidance of men who are not only doing for today but 
thinking in terms of tomorrow and its new demands on our youth. Lay-
jJ op. cit., p. 18. 
gJ loc. cit. 
y op. cit., P• 26. 
y op. cit., p. 30. 
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men tnow this and they are ever watchful and jealous of their schools; 
they want and will countenance only leaders who are imbued with a 
background that is replete with educational attainment in study and 
action. 
• 
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